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Pathfinder Club Ministry 
Timeline

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlsYGhIqqtU


Early Beginnings (1901–1919)

1879

Harry Fenner Luther Warren

1901

GC approves Youth Societies 
under Sabbath School (Flora 
Plummer)

1907

Missionary Volunteers and First 
Morning Watch established

1909

Junior Missionary Volunteer (JMV) 
movement begins

1919

Arthur Spalding creates Mission 
Scouts and introduces the 
pledge/law

https://lineagejourney.com/read/the-birth-of-adventist-youth-ministries/


Growth and Structure (1922–1931)

1922

JMV Progressive Classes: Friends, 
Companions, etc.

1928

Vocational Honours introduced

1929

Pathfinder" name first used at 
camp; initial club attempt 
dropped

1930

Pre-JMV classes begin

1931

First Master Comrade Investiture



Foundation Years (1938–1953)

1938

Pathfinder Club re-
organized in CA; 
Master Comrade 
Manual

1946

John Hancock starts 
Pathfinder Club; GC 
accepts name

1946

Hancock designs 
Pathfinder emblem

1947

Henry Bergh writes 
Pathfinder Song

1948

Pathfinder Flag by 
Helen Hobbs; Area 
Coordinators 
introduced

1950

GC officially adopts 
Pathfinder Club; first 
Fair held

1951

Master Comrade 
becomes Master 
Guide

1953

First Pathfinder 
Camporee 
(Massachusetts)





Expanding Ministries (1956–1979)

1956

Explorer class added

1957

Pathfinder Day added 
to church calendar

1958–1959

Advanced JMV 
classes added

1962

BST course (60 
hours), Master Guide 
Manual revised

1965

Eager Beaver 
program begins

1966

Pioneer class 
(renamed Ranger in 
1970)

1974

Staff Manual revised

1979

MV becomes AY, Pre-
JMV becomes 
Adventurers



Enhancements & Leadership (1982–1995)

1982

Voyager class added, 
new Pathfinder world 
logo. (Dropped MV)

1989

Honors Manual revised, 
Leadership Award 
added

1990

Master Guide Teachers 
Resource Manual

1991

PLA Manual, BST revised

1993

Pathfinder Ministries 
office created

1994

Adventurer Workbooks 
published

1995

Teens Leadership 
Program established



Modern Milestones (2004–2017)

2004

Oshkosh Camporee (32,000+ attendees, 
~200 baptisms)

2006

Eager Beaver songs copyrighted

2007

Little Lamb manual created

2015

GC incorporates Little Lambs & Eager 
Beavers into Adventurers



Pathfindering in the UK (1960s–1990s)

1960s

Pathfindering comes to 
Britain

1967

Pastor Mike Stickland 
appointed

1991–1993

Area Coordinators 
appointed (Warren O’Hara, 
Trevor Harewood, Sharon 
Daniels)

1995

First PLA/BELA awardees

1997

Natalie Simon, youngest 
Master Guide

1998

Cynthia Harewood leads 
SEC Master Guides



UK Growth and Innovations (2000–2017)

2001

SEC Pathfinder Camporee 
>800 attendees

2002

SEC Adventurer Camporee 
>400 attendees

2012

Pathfinder Bible Experience 
(PBE) UK launch

2013

TLT program and SEC Drum 
Corps launched

2016

SEC Overseas Camporee in 
Jamaica

2017

First TLTs complete 4-year 
program



Purpose and Uniqueness



High Values
  High 

Stake High 
Motivation

https://www.clubministries.org/adventurers/adventurer-pledge-law-song/
https://www.clubministries.org/pathfinders/pathfinder-pledge-law/
https://www.clubministries.org/pathfinders/pathfinder-pledge-law/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKVr_WSszo8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKVr_WSszo8






Adventurer Logo
• BLUE represents Heaven. Blue is the colour of the sky 

and a reminder of the heavenly realm

• GREEN represents growing and blooming where one is 
planted. It is representative of a Christian life that 
produces good fruit and finds rest in Christ

• SCARLET (burgundy) in the Bible represents blood and 
redemption. The life of man is in the blood (Leviticus 
17:11) and Christ’s blood atonement is necessary for 
the redemption of man.

• WHITE (fine linen) represents righteousness because of 
it’s purity of colour and light. It points to the Righteous 
One and the righteousness He imputes to all who come 
to Him in faith.

https://adventurers.adventistchurch.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2021/03/Adventurer-logo-Droid-INTRO-Final.mp4


Adventurers Little Lamb

Early Bird

Busy Bee

Sunbeam

Builder

Helping Hand

Little Lamb – Reception / Age 4 

Early Bird – Year 1 / Age 5 

Busy Bee - Year 2 / Age 6 

Sunbeam - Year 3 / Age 7 

Builder - Year 4 / Age 8 

Helping Hand - Year 5 / Age 9

https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/adventurers/progressive-classes/little-lamb/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/adventurers/progressive-classes/early-bird/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/adventurers/progressive-classes/busy-bee/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/adventurers/progressive-classes/sunbeam/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/adventurers/progressive-classes/builder/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/adventurers/progressive-classes/helping-hand/


Pathfinders Friend

Companion

Explorer

Ranger

Voyager

Guide

Friend - Year 6 / Age 10 

Companion - Year 7 / Age 11

Explorer - Year 8 / Age 12 

Ranger - Year 9 / Age 13 

Voyager - Year 10 / Age 14

Guide - Year 11 / Age 15

https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/pathfinders/achievement-classes/friend/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/pathfinders/achievement-classes/companion/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/pathfinders/achievement-classes/explorer/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/pathfinders/achievement-classes/ranger/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/pathfinders/achievement-classes/voyager/
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/pathfinders/achievement-classes/guide/


Awards & 
Honors*

https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/

Introduces kids to a variety of interests: Arts & 
Crafts, Household Arts, Nature, Outdoor 
Industries, Outreach Ministries, Recreational, 
Vocational

Provides an opportunity for kids to learn and 
discover new hobbies or even find careers

*If you want to learn more go to: 
https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/

https://www.gcyouthministries.org/ministries/


Jan.–Mar.

ABE PBE, 
Induction/Investitures

Apr.–June

World Adventurer Day, 
Pathfinder Fair, Area 

Camps

July–Sep.

Camporee, World 
Pathfinder Day, TLT

Oct.–Dec.

Drum Core Boot 
Camp, Rally Day, AGM



ABE & PBE

• Introduced in 2012 for Adventurers and 
Pathfinders

• Each was given certain books of the 
bible to study along with a commentary 
introduction to that book.  

• Clubs can have as many teams as they 
wish, each team comprising 6 
pathfinders/adventurers

• Levels – Area / Conference / Union / 
Division



TLT
Introduced in 2013,

Begins at Voyager stage – age 14

Challenges – A Teen who commits to learning more about 
leadership in the Pathfinder organisation 

Empowers with new responsibility - Assists staff members in all 
functions of the club. 

During a 4-year program, the TLT is trained in Club 
Administration, Counselling, Classwork & Honours, Finances, 
Outreach, Camping, & Security



MIT
• This continues to be the highest level of invested 

leadership within the Adventurer/ Pathfinder programs 
of the church. 

• It focuses on one’s personal spiritual life and growth 
first and foremost. General leadership skills are then 
woven into the sharpening of those skills, which are 
specifically geared to leading youth in God-ordained 
areas of development: understanding God’s world of 
nature, outreach ministry, service to others, and a 
lifestyle that denotes healthy living



Master Guide

Personal and Spiritual 
Development 

Skills Development Leadership 
Development 

Fitness Life-style 
Development



Club Ministries 
is…

Ministry is from the Greek word 
diakoneo, meaning to “to serve” 

Ministry is seen as service to God 
and to other people in his name 

‘…the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve……’



CMT
Expand and focus your skills with Club 
Ministries Training
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